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God Will Never Leave You

1.  In love, he has embraced you completely

2.  In love, you have embraced his commands

Kids, you come home from school one day and your parents and your siblings are gone.  Supper time comes and goes and yet no one is there.  The sun goes down and it’s time for bed.  What do you do?  You might enjoy an empty house or think you do, but it wouldn’t take long before you felt complete alone—and that is not a good feeling.

College students, you go to class one day to discover that there are no teachers, no students.  There’s only you, a stack of books and instructions on what pages you needed to read and what tests you needed to take.  There’s no one to explain anything to you, no one to ask questions.  No classmates to commiserate with or study with.  You might enjoy not having to listen to a prof droll on, but it wouldn’t take long before you would be completely overwhelmed and frustrated.

Adults, you go to work tomorrow to discover there are no coworkers, no bosses.  You have to do everything that needs to be done during the day, making sure that the business stays on top of things all by yourself.  Again, some days you’d rather not have to work under your boss or alongside your coworkers, but you really don’t want to have to do everything yourself.

It’s no fun to go it alone.  We can’t last long in that environment without becoming depressed, frustrated, angry, sad and completely giving up.  Jesus disciples had been with him for three years.  But Jesus had been telling them again and again that he was going to leave them.  The disciples that night had no idea, despite the warnings, how earth-shattering the next twenty-four hours were going to be.  They would betray, abandon and deny the Savior they had so loyally followed.  
It would have been easy for the disciples to feel lost and alone.  It would have been easy to have become frustrated and sad and hopeless.  So Jesus spends a lot of time on the night before his death reassuring the disciples with words he wanted them to remember when the inevitable happened and they felt alone.

16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth.  Jesus is going to ask the Father to send someone to be with the disciples forever, someone who would always be there.  He had been by their side.  He had spoken for them when the Pharisees would falsely accuse them.  He had stood by their side when he had sent them out on missions and stood by their side when they returned with their triumphant stories of success.  He had been the 

brother, teacher, leader.  They had been the followers.  Even Jesus’ enemies knew that the disciples were helpless without their leader.  “Strike the shepherd and the sheep will scatter” had been their battle plan.

But Jesus promised the disciples that someone else would be their Counselor—to stand next to them and speak for them and speak to them.  This Counselor would be the Spirit of truth—the Holy Spirit.  But whereas Jesus could be seen, this new Counselor would be unseen.  That might not seem very reassuring.  I think everyone prefers a companion you can actually see than one you can’t.  And yet Jesus reassures them even more:

The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[c] in you.
Though unseen, the disciples would know the Holy Spirit.  He would live with them and be in them.  They would experience this in a special outpouring of that Holy Spirit in about 50 days at Pentecost.  Jesus would ascend to heaven ten days before that event, and so he continues to pile up the comfort: 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
There’s a noticeable difference between standing next to someone and embracing them in a hug.  You can feel all alone in a see of people standing shoulder to shoulder on a subway.  But you cannot feel all alone when someone embraces you completely.  Jesus is promising the disciples that they will be embraced by the Trinity.  His underserved love for them goes so far that he wants to constantly reassure them with his presence.  The Holy Spirit would live with them and be inside of their very souls.  Jesus himself would live inside of them and would take them into himself—making them his body, his Church.  
The disciples never could have earned such a promise.  In fact they were about to do things that should have made Jesus write them off for good and cancel all of his promises to them.  But while they unfaithfully betrayed him and ran away, he faithfully did what he was sent to do—he showed them the kind of love that puts the good of another person before your own.  He became what he had never been—sin—so that they could become what they would never have been on their own—sinless. 
It was that love that puts others first that began our text this morning.  
15"If you love me, you will obey what I command. If the disciples had remembered these words, it’s no wonder they were filled with fear after Easter.  Their actions had indicated that they did not love their Savior.  Jesus had concluded this section with the words:  21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."  If the disciple’s love was the things that caused the Father’s love and the Son’s love, then they should have been in the deep freeze of God’s lovelessness.

So why would Jesus say something like this to them if he’s trying to comfort them.  You know the old saying, “If there’s smoke, there’s fire.”  When we say that we don’t ever think that the smoke has caused the fire.  It’s evidence of the fire that was started first.  So too we should read those words of Jesus:  21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him.
Jesus loved his disciples so much that he appeared to them on Easter Sunday evening and started by saying, “Peace be with you.”  He reassured them of his love for them.  He reassured them that he was alive.  He reassured them that they would never be alone.  And the disciples were filled with love for Christ in return.

It is God’s loving embrace of sinful human beings that results in our loving God.  He has done things for us that we don’t deserve.  He has given us his love, his spirit, his commands.  He has opened our minds to know that all of his words are true and all of his promises are certain.  We have seen him in the pages of Scripture and we know we will see him in eternity where, because of him, we will live, even though we died.  In love he has completely embraced us forever.  

And so we return to the first verse again: 15"If you love me, you will obey what I command.”  Jesus had given his disciples a command three times in very close proximity in the gospel of John.  As I have loved you, so love one another.  The command is simple enough, but we all know how hard it is to put any other person first besides ourselves.  Think of the person that you like least in this world.  Do you even want to put them first?  Do you even want to do what is best for them?  By nature, no.  And if you try to go this one alone, you will fail.  If you think that this is a do-it-yourself job, then it will end with bitter disappointment, frustration, anger and sadness.  

The word “obey” has the meaning of holding onto something tightly because it is valuable and you don’t want to let it go.  If you want to embrace this command, if you want to hold onto it tightly and never let it go because it’s so valuable, you must first be embraced by the love of the triune God.  

If you want to love all of the unlovable people that you meet this week, you must start each day with the Holy Spirit standing by your side as your Counselor, speaking the words of truth to you in the Bible.  You must let those words live inside of you, as much a part of you as your own personality.  Those words will remind you what undeserved love Jesus showed you when he embraced someone who deserved to be slapped for their arrogant disobedience.  Those words will remind you of your baptism, when the Holy Spirit filled you and Christ’s sinlessness covered you.  The triune God put his name on you and completely surrounded you.  And now, as a result of all of those things, we are able to love—because he first loved us.  
Let the fire of the Word of God burn brightly in your hearts and minds so that the smoke of selfless love for others rises up into our words and actions.  You are not alone.  You will never be alone.  The triune God has embraced you in love.  In love, embrace his commands.  Love one another as he has loved you.  AMEN.
